In April of 1454, just one year after the Ottoman conquest of Byzantine Constantinople, the Republic of Venice signed a treaty with the Ottoman dynasty guaranteeing the right of the Venetians to maintain a bailo, or ambassador, in the district of Pera.2 This bailo would be responsible for the free movement of Venetian merchants in and out of Ottoman territory and would exercise certain legal authority over them.3 This arrangement was nothing new for the Venetians and Ottomans, as it was a renewal of an earlier agreement signed in 1408. As far back as 1388, when the Ottoman capital was still in Edirne, the Venetians had already signed agreements with the Ottomans establishing various trading privileges in the eastern Mediterranean.4 These events took place before western European kingdoms like the Portuguese had pursued a western 
